
Activity 4.2 Overcoming resistance to academic writing

Tutor actions
What you need to do in PebblePad to set up the activity
Prior to the activity:
· Create a gateway. Set the gateway to lock on the assignment due date.
· Add students to the user group. The default settings for the users do not need to be changed.
· Add a gateway blog (found under manage resources). Select show blog in my asset store. Once created, open the blog and copy the URL. This is the group blog.
· In create new, create a blog template for the individual writing task. Save this and close the blog.
· From your own asset store, open the gateway blog and post an introduction. Add the YouTube links.
· In create new and more, create a webfolio for the assignment. In this webfolio there are three pages. The first page is called ‘About Me’. Put in coloured text instructions for the students to follow. The second page is the individual blog for the writing task. Create this page by using add item and selecting the individual writing blog you have just created. The third page contains a link to the gateway blog (using the URL you copied earlier).
· Add this webfolio to the gateway resources with copy and auto publish permissions and select notify the user group(s) when they login to PebblePad. 
During the activity:
· Upload the photographs taken of the flipchart work into your PebblePad account. Once uploaded, send to the gateway blog.
· View your students’ webfolios in the gateway and give feedback on the pages that contain ‘About Me’ and the writing task in the individual blogs. 
· As the half way point of the course draws near, copy a wide variety of the academic writing pieces from the individual blogs and paste into a Microsoft Word document. Distribute paper copies of these to the students for the face-to-face session.
· Check on student progress in the gateway blog and the webfolios.
· After the assignment due date has passed, grade and give feedback to each student’s webfolio.
· Remember to release the grades and feedback when all marking has been completed.
Instructions to the learner
You can adapt these instructions to your learners and to your context 
· Log onto PebblePad.
· As soon as you log on you will see a notice telling you that you have one asset waiting to be copied to your asset store. Select view now and then select copy and publish. This webfolio template is now copied to your asset store and you can edit it.
· In view and my assets, click on the webfolio template. To add to the ‘About Me’ page, click on edit asset. In the webfolio editor delete the instructions and add your own information. You can include images where appropriate. Your tutor will be able to see your work at all times, but other students can only see the group blog.
· Click on view asset to see what you have written about yourself as your tutor will see it. This is also where you can view and post to the group blog (there is a hyperlink in the page called group blog). The YouTube video links are here for you to play and then choose which one you are going to write about.
· You now need to start your writing pieces. In create new select thought. Give the thought the title of the type of YouTube resource you have chosen from the group blog.
· When you have written your thought send it to your writing blog. If you want to revise your writing following feedback from your tutor, create a new thought and repeat the process of writing and sending it to your blog. Over time, think about how your writing is changing.
· After the assignment due date has passed, you will not be able to edit the individual blogs or the webfolios.
· You will receive an email notifying you that your tutor has given your work a grade and feedback.
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